SCOTTISH EXCHANGE TEACHERS CLUBS (Edinburgh, Glasgow & Aberdeen)

Programme of Activities Session 2010 - 2011

During August:   Edinburgh Festivals, the largest in the world  -  so much more than The Military Tattoo.  International Festival, Fringe and Book Festivals.    Details all online and printed programmes available.   
Sunday 5th September  -  Spectacular firework concert on Castle Rock.

Sunday 29th August:   Welcome lunch in Glasgow, at the Burrell Collection, Pollok Park.   Come and meet your fellow exchangees, new arrivals  from North America (who get a free lunch courtesy of the Glasgow Club), Australian “old hands” and local club members.   

Contact Pamela Mitchell, 0141 562 6190, mitchell57@ntlworld.com 

Saturday 4th September:    Braemar Gathering with Edinburgh Club.   You are virtually guaranteed to see the Royal Family at this annual Highland gathering with caber-tossing, tug-of-war, mountain running, etc.   

Contact Catriona  Gardiner for  transport details.   0131 336 4989   catrionag@fsmail.net
Saturday 18th September:   Glasgow Open Doors Day  -  a chance to see inside normally private city buildings.   Contact Mary Child, 0141 643 1650  marychi1d@yahoo.com
Saturday 25th Sept:   Edinburgh Open Doors Day  -  the turn of the Capital to show its secret interiors.

Contact Wilson Heatlie, 0131 445 1442  wheatlie@lineone.net 

Saturday 2nd/Sunday 3rd Oct:   Dunfermline Days Out.   Saturday:  Guided Heritage walk through “Scotland’s Other Royal Mile” in this former capital city, birthplace of the last Scottish-born king and also of Andrew Carnegie, who made his fortune in the USA and endowed the town generously, including the gift of Pittencrieff Glen park.  Dunfermline Abbey is where 13 Scottish monarchs are buried.   Sunday:   Visit picturesque Culross, a 17th century village on the shore of the Forth with many well-preserved buildings, open to visit (National Trust).

Contact Gillian Armstrong, 01383 737395  gillian.armstrong3@btinternet.com  

Accommodation offered on first come, first served basis.   Make a weekend of it!

Saturday 13th November:   Scotland vs New Zealand’s All Blacks at Murrayfield.   A rugby clash not to be missed.   Meet in pub before the match.   Time, cost of tickets to be confirmed.  

Contact Joyce Thomson as soon as possible to book, 0131 661 6077, joyce.thomson@leith-pri.edin.sch.uk 

Saturday 4th December:   Farewell to the Australians  -  a great night out at a traditional Scottish pantomime  -  “Jack and the Beanstalk”, at the King’s Theatre, Edinburgh.   Before that, lunch at Trish’s, with time to take in the Christmas lights and German Market in the city centre.

Contact Trish Murray, 0131 313 3919, patricia.murray@oxgangs.edin.sch.uk 

29/1 West Bryson Road, Edinburgh EH11 1BN

N.B. Contact Trish as soon as possible as we need to book the panto tickets early.

Saturday 22nd January:   “Burns’ Brunch” and Mini-Highland Games to welcome the new Antipodeans.   Celebrate Scotland’s National Bard, Robert Burns, in (semi-) traditional fashion with “Address to the Haggis” and “Toast to the Lasses”, and then test your skill in various fun games.

Contact Gillian Armstrong, 01383 737395, gillian.armstrong3@btinternet.com 

84 Thimblehall Drive, Dunfermline, Fife, KY12 7RP

Saturday 26th/Sunday 27th February:   Aberdeen City Break   -  the Granite City, Scotland’s Oil Capital offers historic Old Aberdeen  (university, cathedral, river walk), Winter Gardens, beach and Footdee fishing village, maritime museum, Gordon Highlanders Museum, galleries, city centre shopping and attractions, with easy access to Royal Deeside, Dunottar Castle near Stonehaven.   Accommodation details to be finalised.   

Contact Sandy & Kathleen Thom  01771 622 912  or thoms@olddeer.freeserve.co.uk 

March:   Belfast Weekend  -  Date to be advised  -  organised by British Council, a highlight of any exchange year.

Saturday 26th March:   The Mikado,  the best known G & S operetta, performed by  the excellent Edinburgh Gilbert & Sullivan Society.   A feast of well-known tunes and witty acting.

Contact Wilson Heatlie, 0131 445 1442  wheatlie@lineone.net
Saturday 23rd or 30th April (to be confirmed):   Balcormo races, Fife.   “Point to Point” horseracing over fences in the Fife countryside.   Take a picnic and place your bets.  A fun day out.    

Contact Joyce Thomson, 0131 661 6077, joyce.thomson@leith-pri.edin.sch.uk
Saturday 7th/Sunday 8th May:   Mull of Kintyre  -    a weekend staying at a lodge above the fishing village of Tarbet.   Explore the isle of Gigha, one of our smaller western isles.    Visit prehistoric sites at Kilmartin Glen, (which include the biggest site of standing stones outside of Stonehenge) and Dunadd, where the first Scottish kings were crowned.   Easy 15minute crossing on ferry to Gigha where cycles can be hired to cycle the length of the island at leisure,  stop off at the world famous gardens there and  discover quiet, unspoilt beaches.. Back on the mainland  visit  Skipness castle or Castle Sween  to explore this fascinating peninsula further.

Contact Moira Macdonald, 0141 941 0451, ariommac@yahoo.co.uk 
Saturday 28th May:   Fife coastal walk  -  follow part of this scenic route along the shores of the Firth of Forth, with a meal afterwards.   The final event of the year from the Edinburgh Club.

Contact Angela Murray, 01592 264248, a.murray@ukonline.co.uk 

Sunday 19th June:   Barbecue at Lynda’s, a last Farewell to the North Americans from Glasgow Club, in the Ayrshire countryside.   

Contact Lynda Ferguson, 01560-485384, lyndaferguson@btinternet.com. 

CHIEF CONTACTS

Edinburgh Club:

President  -  Gillian Armstrong, 01383 737395  gillian.armstrong3@btinternet.com
Secretary  -  Wilson Heatlie, 0131 445 1442, wheatlie@lineone.net
Glasgow Club:

President  -  Lynda Ferguson, 01560 485384, lyndaferguson@btinternet.com.

Secretary  -  Mary Child, 0141 643 1650  marychi1d@yahoo.com
Aberdeen Club:

Sandy and Kathleen Thom, 01771 622912, thoms@olddeer.freeserve.co.uk.
